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Urban Minorities and Urban Planning

In contemporary cities, the subject of ,minorities” seems tob e most
present but hard to describe. In the analysis of the modern city,
two contradictionary observations are seemingly apparent. First-
ly, modern cities cannot be imagened to be built up without the in-
flux and contribution of migrants who are in a ,minor position” to
those who are ,already there”. Secondly, modernization goes togeth-
er with the emergence of mass society and institutions of represen-
tation. While the relationship between majority and minority is the
core of the political constitution of the modern city, the question
arises how the city can be planed within the context of a postmod-
ern fragmented metropolis based on a carpet of changeable minorities.
In this introduction, the question of the planer as mediator in search for
,overlapping consensus” (Harper and Stein) will be presented and discussed
against the background of the furthering social polarization in European
cities and with an outlook to its transferability to cities of conflict.
Frank Eckardt

Professor, Chair of Urban Sociology

Bauhaus-University Weimar, Germany
frank.eckardt@uni-weimar.de

- Sons of the Land of Gold - Nubians as urban minorities in Alexandria

Around 5,000 years ago, a rich and powerful nation called the king-
dom of Kush (also referred to as ancient Nubia) was a cent-
er of culture and military might in Africa. Ancient Nubia had
gold,

a wealth of natural resources such as ivory and ebony.

The Nubians are believed to be the first hum
of their customs and traditions were adopted
With history and traditions which can be tra
zation, the Nubians first settled along the b
With the building of the High Dam in 1964 und
del Nasser era, approximately 50,000 Nubians
lages around Kawm Umbu, about fifty kilometers !
In 1990 there were around 160,000 Nubians
ies, especially Cairo, Alexandria, and a
though considered Egyptians, Nubians have
they carry distinctive featured. In the
ily houses from the same village cluster

Did the wurban Life of the city affect t

guage, traditions and ties.this was a question that was explored.

Hebatalla Abouelfadl

Associate professor, Faculty of Fine Arts. Department of Architecture.
Alexandria University, Egypt

hebafadl@yahoo.com

»Leaving the backyards behind”: modern European mosque architecture between urban
participation, delimitation and exclusion

The construction of mosques has been gaining significance in Europe

since the 1950s. They appear in a variety of forms and types, and

at the same time are torn between urban partici-pation, delimitationr'
and exclusion. Besides legal restrict ow mosques are"i
built across Europe is heavily depend sbate and pro-
cesses of interpretation and power. F
such as mosque communities need to figh
ance, but also for “urban acceptance”
ible, they are blending in with the |
This battle has a clear impact on their
are often situated on the outskirts of
need to compromise on the sites, desig
stantly engaged in resolving disputes a
of conflict. Nonetheless, there have als
passed without any resistance. By lookii (7 ; inds

development (e.g., London, Glasgow, Aachen, Cologne), it can be shown how

mosques have established themselves as a new building type in Europe

and how they relate to other building types and architectural concepts.

Julia Maxelon

Magister Artium (2012) in history of arts, islamic studies und musicology

Univesity of Kéln, Germany

Recent publication: ,Die Bilal-Moschee in Aachen” (Kéln 2014)

PhD-Thesis (in progress): ,Paradigmen der Moderne im europdischen Moscheebau”
julia.maxelon@unikoeln.de

Diversity and Inclusion: National and Mobile Stakeholders in Jordan

Diversity refers to human qualities that are different from one group
to another living within the same geopolitical boundaries. Aspects
of diversity include religious beliefs, ethnicity and race, social
status, gender, age, physical abilities, sexual orientation, educa-
tional background, job classification and other dimensions. Jordan,
in the past two decades, have received a substantial number of ref-
ugees from the neighboring countries, specifically, Syria and Iraq,
seeking a more safe environment, and resulting the abnormal growth
in population. Refugees have been considered, by both the govern-
ment and public, as a socio-economical and security burden causing
the increase of demand on the economy and infrastructural networks.
They have been also considered as a source of cheap and il-
legal 1labor adding to the existing unemployment problem, as
well as consumers of subsidized services and utilities, such as
school education, transportation, oil, electricity and water.

This paper suggests accepting the reality of the “Refugees” and manag-



ing their diversity by introducing them as “Mobile Stakeholders” with

otentia lusion with the “National Stakeholders” living
o develop human and physical environments by
and maximizing the potentials. This involves
ve commitment to embrace difference and cre-
ging for the purpose of achieving a commitment
Ncross—cultural understanding, and the creation
ommunities, where everyone has an opportunity
creating success and where each is valued for
skills, experiences and perspectives. These re-

ance, acknowledgement of differences, or aware-

equire intentional dispositions and practices.
%

Dr. Yasser Rajjal

Architect and Urban Designer

Assistant of President for Communication and Media
German Jordanian University in Amman, Jordan
yasser.rajjal@gju.edu.jo

Graffiti in Devon: acquired minority culture by choice and osmosis

During the early 1970s, the visual language of New York
subway graffiti writers brought them fame amongst their peel
ghettos, liminal spaces and margins of the city, whilst pa
and ironically being labelled as vandals and destroyers o
by authorities. The graffiti phenomenon, through intense p:
production, quickly established itself as a robust subcult
largely through the media, translated to the UK in the ea:
This work explores the acquisition and praxis of graffi
by certain youths and interrogates their socio-spatial a
al counter-positions within the context of Exeter City,
The work also interrogates the concurrent tensions and
sation they experienced within family structure and every
The work focuses on the formative years as this hybrid min
ture evolved, and is underpinned by Homi Bhabha's theories

tural production and Henri Lefebvre’s theories of spatial pk

Adam Evans

Subject Leader in Architectural History, Theory + Culture

The Grenfell-Baines School of Architecture, Construction & Environment
University of Central Lancashire

ARHEvans@uclan.ac.uk

Space and Urban Minorities: A Cultural History of Armenians of Julfa of Isfahan

In this article we aim to describe and analyze the situation of an urban
religious minority in an Iranian metropolis. How this minority has been
created and survived since centuries and how its identity has coined the
image and the identity of the neighborhood? The point on which we want
to insist is the relationships that existed and still exist in part, be-
tween this community and its own identity on the one hand and the tangi-
ble urban constructions and non-tangible representations, on the other.
The minority we studied is the one of Armenians in the Julfa district of
Isfahan. Some 3000 Armenians today live in this district of about 30,000
population, and in this city with nearly 1 million inhabitants. The total
number of Armenians in Iran is about 150,000 out of a total population of
78 million. Yet it is the most numerous religious minority concentrated
today in Tehran. By stressing on the Armenian urban cultural history,
we will discuss of its urban strategies and consider the question of
survival through the collective memory and material urban constructions
in the city of Isfahan and more generally in Iran as an Islamic and mul-
tiethnic country. Finally we try to take a lesson from this history for
potential revitalization of those rich religious minorities’ cultures

through urban planning strategies and modern architecture in Iran today.

Nasser Fakouhi

Ethnic, Urban and Contemporary Anthropology
Faculty of Social Sciences

University of Tehran

nasserfakouhi@gmail.com

Vast Regions and Confined Spaces

The design of a building is also the design of its ruin. The draft is
the blueprint for its use, its modification and its exploitation. In our
talk, we will engage with two development projects, that seem very far

in common, when looking closely. In

of the Arts Bremen and German
,téi‘s}é into the adamant schemes of
ans of d sign, depiction and interven-

o'ffbcbnstruction will be created.

Nele Brénner and Willy Sengewald
Diplom Designer

Universit&t of the Arts Berlin, Germany
post@nelebroenner.com
willy@thegreeneyl.com



" Housing the Unwelcome:
Exclusion, Control and Heteronomy of Asylum Seekers in the European Fortress City

Migrants, which flee to the EU to seek for protection, are predominantly
housed in asylum centres during the often long-standing asylum proce-
dure. In regards to EU, national and local asylum and housing policies
as well as the living conditions of asylum seekers, this contribution
illustrates the characteristics of asylum centres, causes for the im-
plementation of this form of housing, their socio-political functions
and effects on the socio-spatial exclusion of this group in (Greater)
Co-penhagen, Berlin, and Madrid. This article argues that the asylum
centre may take several differ-ent forms of exclusion in the investi-
gated cities in respect to national and local policies. However, it
states that the centre is the dominant and politically pushed form
of housing in the case studies implemented to systematically control,
displace and disfranchise asylum seekers. The centre serves as an ex-
clusionary institution aiming to systematically isolate and deprive

asylum seekers in benefitting from characteristics of the European City.

René Kreichauf

Bachelor thesis: (2012): Zuwanderung und Kleinstadt. Zur Theorie und Empirie ethnischer Segregation in kleinen St&dten.
Master thesis: The Fortress European City - The socio-spatial Exclusion of Asylum Seekers in Copenhagen, Berlin and Madrid
rene.kreichauf@googlemail.com

* Asylalltage. Everyday-life strategies of asylum seekers in Leipzig

My contribution deals with asylum seekers and their everyday-life strat-
egies in the urban area of Leipzig. Both of the big local residential
homes give shelter to more than 450 persons, altogether. The sites are
located at Leipzig’s periphery — hardly noticable in the urban area,
although they are fully occupied. Through ethnographic participatory
observation I did research on the living conditions of the persons being
housed there. My research was led by by the following questions: How do
asylum seekers position themselves, using what resources, in a space how
to be characterized? Life in the accommodation centre and in the new ur-
ban society constitutes itself as an experience of difference — not only
as far as resources are concerned, but also by diverging values and posi-
tions. How do the persons in these centers succeed in doing a day’s work,
while their lives are a potiori dominated by unemployment and struc-
tued by long hours of dealing with the various authorities and offices?
And: What is the center’s and the urban society’s role in their efforts?
Philipp Schéfer

University of Leipzig, Germany

Current PhD: ,Doing asylum. On the production and organization of migration in urban asylum regimes”
philipp.schaefer@uni-leipzig.de

- Echoes from Cosmopolitan Alexandria
“Ethnic Minorities and Multiculturalism fostering Alexandria urbanism”

In the mid-20th century, the foreign-minority communities had played
a significant role in developing the character of modern Alexandria,
shaping its culture, civic life and the built environment of the city.

Alexandria; the City of Memory was neither New York nor

rather a successful multi-ethnic city where British, It
ans, Greeks, Jewish and Egyptians living in harmony for
was important was not the multiplicity of nationalities
the town but rather the interaction between having a r
ing of the economic truth and productivity of the peri
ite regime that compelled the foreigners to leave Egy;
it wiped out 100 years of history but actually it didn’
should be analyzed; highlighting the cosmopolitan expe
already a thing of the past. Hence, memory and nosta
an integral part of the narrative fostering Alexandri
the fabric of the town. An attempt that needs to be
sizing on role of foreign minorities in shaping the c
city which was intentionally ignored or derided as fo
Ebtissam Mohamed Farid

Associate professor, Faculty of Fine Arts, Department of Architectue

Alexandria University, Egypt
ebtissam20@yahoo.com

Gendered public space in urban transformation: Tophane example

Ozge Altin

MA Student of Sociology Department
Research Assistant of Center for Urban Studies
Istanbul Sehir University, Turkey
ozgealtin@std.sehir.edu.tr



- “Save Alex ... Retaining momentum?”

“Save Alex” is a new initiative, founded after the 2011 Egyptian upris-

ity of Alexandria, committed to protecting the built her-

and enhancing its built environment through raising
debates of what is left of the rich built heritage
challenges facing it. The presentation provides an
- of built heritage of Alexandria; the crisis of her-
uilt environment in the city; and the role of
@imts movement, played/plays in the face of such
atterns of heritage assault and urban decay. It
ain reasons that led to the current situation,
happening in the last 3 years, and how to sus-
ot actions within a new situation with a very

shrinking, space of maneuvering for civil act.

Ahmed Hassan Moustafa
Associate Lecturer
Department of Architecture, Faculty of Fine Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt

PhD candidate at the Bauhaus-Universitét Weimar

Title of last thesis: “The impacts of Information and Communication Technology on new urban trends”

PhD thesis under the title: “The conservation of historic urban landscapes in context: A critical inquiry into the
adaptation of HUL concept and value-based heritage management processes to the local context of Alexandria”
ahmdhsn@gmail.com

“Because they threaten the public security and order.” Questioning the legitimatory basis of
practices against homeless people on public spaces in Germany

Due to a combination of precarious conditions on the labor and housing
market and severe deficits within the national social security system
and the municipal support system, German cities are currently facing
an increasing number of homeless persons on public spaces. While many
citizens perceive homeless people as a part of the cityscape, their
presence conflicts with the efforts of the cities to create an appeal-
ing image for investors and visitors. Whenever this image is at stake,
decision makers try to exclude the homeless by referring to the pro-
tection of the “public security and order” on the one hand and the
“subjectively felt insecurity” of the “normal” citizens on the other
hand. This paper argues that (municipal) decision makers misuse the
ambiguity and diffusity of these terms not only to legitimize measures
against homeless persons on public spaces but also to make them ap-
pear necessary to protect the public security and order. Following
Zygmunt Bauman’s differentiation between security, safety and certainty,
the author wants to show how homeless persons serve as a personifica-

tion of these threats as they menace safety in more than one manner.

Sandra Schindlaver

Diploma in Geography

Bauhaus University Weimar, Germany

PhD-Thesis:The Shelter System for Roofless People in San Francisco. A Comparison of Perspectives.

Current work: Homeless in the City of Leipzig. Between Historical Heritage, Centralized Support System and a Tightening Housing Market.
sandra.schindlaver@uni-weimar.de

Planning In Jordan: Insights into planning cooperation in the Middle East

Democratic, interdisciplinary integrated sustainable development are
important ingredients in the development of cities in the Middle East.
This presentation showcases an example of previous cooperation pro-
jects that was funded by the DAAD for spatial planning through in-
tercultural dialogue. It displays a planning approach of integrated
disciplines as well as introducing the students from different cul-
tures to common modern approaches in city planning including ide-
as and specific knowledge of different actors following a qualitative
participatory approach. Such an approach had an added value on both
levels; on the cooperation level and networking between the univer-
sities as well as on the research level of ,Sustainable, Integrat-
ed Urban Regeneration and Revitalization of Historic Town Centers”.
Outcomes of such cooperation are seen to include extensive re-
search on multidisciplinary, integrated and community  driv-
en bottom up planning, teaching methods through Intercultural
dialogue: impact on learning outcomes and social, cultural, eco-

nomic and environmental outcome of the joint universities project.

Dr. Maram Tawil

Head of Department of Architecture and Interior Architecture
German Jordanian University, Amman, Jordan
maramtawil@gmail.com




The transnational project

The project Urban Minorities is laid out for a duration of three
years (2012—14). The 2014 program comprises a workshop for students
in Madaba/Jordan, a workshop for the promotion of young scientists
in Istanbul and a concluding conference in autumn. A publication of
the results of the project as well as of the conference is sched-
uled for 2015. Universities involved are the University of Alexan-
dria, American University Madaba, the German Jordanian University

Amman, the University of Tehran and the Istanbul Sehir University.

The project is conducted within the programme “Academic Dialogue with the
Islamic World” (Hochschuldialog mit der islamischen Welt) by the German

Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) and funded by the Foreign Office (AA).




